
September 2026 

 

From Rev. Will 
Dear St. Anselm's, 
 

With early September upon us we are in that liminal time between the true end of 

summer and beginning of autumn. Liminal comes from the Latin word, limen, 

which means threshold. In many ways that’s a good term for our life together at 

St. Anselm’s, we are on the threshold of a new season for our parish. Our Vestry 

has adopted an updated strategic vision and is beginning to take steps towards our 

shared goals. Our commissions and ministries have been meeting to finalize our 

2026-2027 calendars, and our Finance Committee is beginning to put together 

next year’s budget. Later this month you’ll hear from our Stewardship Commis-

sion and throughout October we’ll be prayerfully considering how we are called to 

align our resources of time, talent, and treasure with our vision. 

One of the many gifts of being part of a faith community like St. Anselm’s is that 

over time we can find ourselves part of a shared rhythm or pattern to life. The 

liturgical seasons become more than just a change in the color of vestments but 

something inside us shifts too. Since making California home, it’s been fun realiz-

ing that Fall can be an ideal season for planting. 

As we stand on this seasonal threshold together, I pray that our parish continues 

to embrace the blessings of being a nurturing community of all ages, we open our-

selves to internal as well as external changes and we notice when the season is ripe 

for planting. 

See you soon! 

Faithfully,  
The Rev. Will Scott 
 

 
 
 

 

Anselm's Angels 
 

Thank you everyone who came out to 
help for the August work party: JP 
Zhang, Eva Woo, Matt Chayt, Bob 
Eddy, Iris Hillman, Peg Matson and 
Rev. Will.  
  

Thank you to everyone who supported 
our Parish/Preschool Picnic on August 
15th: Peg Matson, Holly Murphy, 
Sheila Reidy, Sue Crawford, and 
Sandra Smith. 
 

Thank you to Luke Behles and his 
crew of scouts who spent many hours 
replacing rotting boards and painting 
the staircase that leads from Michael 
Lane to our parking lot.  
 

Thank you to everyone who assisted 

with the two August Celebrations of 

Life our parish hosted, especially our 

Altar Guild, Ushers and LEMS. 



Canterbury Tales Page 2 

 

 

 Prayer Chain 
 

St. Anselm's Prayer Chain is a list of  our 
parishioners and  loved ones for whom 
prayers have been requested. Prayer 
is voluntary and on your own whenev-
er you wish to pray. If  you would like to 
receive the Prayer Chain or if  there is 
someone you would like to add to the 
Prayer Chain, please email Vicki Pappas:  
vrpappas@gmail.com.  

From The Senior Warden 
 

After the summer lull, with the parish/preschool picnic behind us, there is a sense of  life and energy as we get back to the fall 
and winter calendar of  events. In addition, there is a wish to recover the enjoyable social events from the past. Vestry mem-
bers are heading up four committees, planning how to accomplish the four goals of  the Strategic Plan. Will is busy with the 
many events on the liturgical calendar, including pastoral care, attending all the Commissions who meet regularly and supervi-
sion of  the office, to name a few tasks on his busy schedule. Before I became a Vestry member and Sr. Warden, I had forgot-
ten how much involvement it takes to keep our Church running smoothly. Thankfully, we have a wonderful crew of  members 
who are offering their time and talent to make all of  this happen. Please keep us all in your prayers as we start another 
“church year”. Stay tuned for updates as work on the Strategic Plan unfolds. 
 

Iris Hillman 
Senior Warden 

Saturday, October 3rd  

9:00 a.m. to noon  

Vestry Updates 

In June, the Vestry elected Dana Santa Cruz and Sue Crawford to fill vacancies left by Sheila Riedy and Maggie McCloskey; 
Dana and Sue will be part of the Class of 2028. The Vestry discussed the counting schedule, and a sign-up sheet was passed. 
Kayce Rane gave an overview of the work done at the Vestry retreat in May, which resulted in a 12-page Strategic Plan docu-
ment, and she provided a handout distilling the Strategic Plan into Goals and Tasks. The Vestry then worked in three small 
groups, each focusing on a Goal and its Tasks, and then reported back to the whole group. The first step is to ensure that the 
congregation supports the three goals and that the annual budget is tied in. The Vestry received reports from the Property 
Commission, the Christian Formation Commission, the Outreach Commission, and the Preschool. Of note: There was a 
vacancy on the Preschool Board; Sue Crawford volunteered to fill it. 

In July, the Vestry met at the home of the Senior Warden for a special session focusing on the 2026 Update to the 5-Year 
Strategic Plan. It was decided to present the three main goals to the congregation during the service on August 16, 2026, and 
to ask for feedback at coffee hour. 

In August, the Vestry received, reviewed, and approved a midyear financial report from Treasurer Marian Mulkey and en-
gaged in Q&A with Marian. The Vestry was reminded that all money received for the week is to be included in the weekly 
bank deposit. The Vestry voted to adopt the Strategic Plan and self-assigned teams for working on each goal. The Vestry 
received reports from the Property Commission, the Worship Commission, the Outreach Commission, and the Preschool. 
Of note: The eaves on the education building were painted; the breezeway will be next. Deacon Naomi will be training 
LEMs to set the table for worship. The Vestry Person of the Day was reminded to check the thermostats. 

The next Vestry meeting is Sept 20, 2026, in the conference room at 11:30AM. All are welcome to attend Vestry meetings. 

Respectfully submitted:  

Julia Starr, clerk. 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

Parish BBQ 

Saturday, October 10th  
4:00-7:00 p.m. 

 

mailto:vrpappas@gmail.com
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Michael Lane Preschool Updates 
 

Hello from Michael Lane Preschool! 
 

Our first day back to school was August 24th, and it has been wonderful having the children back at school! We have 21 
students enrolled with us and 6 teachers on staff: Trina Audley, Reshma Faiq, Katie Stein, Jemma Kalberg, and a teacher in 
training, former parent, Tegan Schwab-Alavi. Tegan will join us for an hour and a half each afternoon while she completes 
her early childcare classes, lucky us! Our preschool board is up and running, with Peg Matson at the helm, Will+, Sue Craw-
ford (welcome!), and preschool parents, Lisa Okamoto and Holly Murphy. 
 

In early August we held a Parent Work Party where we moved sand, painted furniture, washed and organized toys, and 
cleaned up our school! The staff hosted a Family Social before the children started to help build community for the families 
and get the children excited to come to their new school.  
 

The school is clean and organized, new toys, paints, and supplies have been ordered, now it’s  
time to help these little people enjoy going to school and learning! 
 

This year begins my 6th year as our Director, and it’s off to a great start! 

 
Warmly, 
Holly Higgins 
Director, Michael Lane Preschool 

Episcopal Deanery Youth Events...SAVE THE DATES  
 

Episcopal parishes in Contra Costa County are working together to 

bring middle and high school youth together for fun and community 

building activities. What's a deanery? A deanery is a geographic re-

gion or grouping of neighboring parishes and congregations within a 

larger diocese.  
 

What to learn more?  

email rector@stanselmslafayette.org  

 

First Sunday at St. Anselm’s 
Worship. Wonder. Community. 

 

Expect joyful music, an interactive sermon, engaging moments for kids, and plenty of opportunities for everyone to participate.  
 

Sunday, September 6th 
Carrying home with us. 

 

Sunday, October 4th 
St. Francis Day with Blessing of the Animals (and stuffies) 

 

Sunday, November 1st 
All Saints Day  

 

Sunday, December 6th 
A visit with St. Nicholas of Myra & St. John the Baptist 

 

All ages welcome. Bring your children, grandchildren, neighbors, and friends. 

 

mailto:rector@stanselmslafayette.org
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Thank you all again for your generosity!  We supported 10,000 lunches by collecting food, decorating bags, and then stuff-

ing the bags with food.  We also got to hear from Brett Lorie, the JM teacher who leads this group in Moraga.  We packed 

92 lunches to be delivered! 
 

We helped families get ready to go back to school by collecting back packs.  To date we have collected 13 backpacks that 

will be distributed by the Lamorinda Care Collective.  Thank you so much for your  purchases.      
  

Joni Pearce, Outreach Chair                 

Winter Nights 
 

Summer is ending soon, school is starting, and so is the Winter Nights program in Contra Costa County that houses home-
less families in churches and synagogues from September through June.  Because our parish hall is small and doesn’t have 
room for many tents, we are usually one of the first churches to host.  Our dates this year are Monday, September 14 - Tues-
day September 29.  We will be sharing the provision of meals with the LDS church of Almo.  LDS will be taking care of the 
guests the first week, and we will take over on Monday, September 21. Not only will we prepare dinner, but hardy volunteers 
show up at 6 am to make coffee and set out cereal and muffins for breakfast.  Winter Nights provides tutors who help the 
kids with their homework. 
 

Of all the charities that I am involved with and donate to, this is my favorite.  I went from having a negative opinion about 
homeless people to having respect for them as people who have fallen on hard times, and are working to get back on their 
feet. If you are interested in volunteering, I encourage you to do so.  You can offer to provide dinner one night or to be one 
of the hardy folks to set up breakfast.  You can also bring snacks for them to eat when they arrive back at 5 pm and to greet 
them and welcome them back.   
 

If you are interested, please sign up to help WINTER NIGHTS SIGN UP 
Or contact Joni Pearce: jonipearce@me.com or Eva Woo: eva946549@gmail.com.   

If you have questions, you can email me.   My email is: annechalfantbrown@gmail.com. 
  

Thank you so much for being part of our welcoming congregation!    
Anne Brown 

 

 

Outreach Drive-of-the-Month  

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1ABChbGRisbMDjb5NhqcgjGTq35Z0lGXuTvLqxhSfT3w/edit?tab=t.0
mailto:jonipearce@me.com
mailto:eva946549@gmail.com
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You’re invited to join  

The Lunch Bunch 

 

 

 

 
WHEN?  Third Tuesday of the month:: Sep. 15th at 11:30 am.  
         

WHERE?  Mona's Burgers in Walnut Creek  
    1574 Palos Verdes Mall 
 
Wide variety of food choices. Bring a spouse, relative, and/or friend. 
 

In order to sit together vs being spread around the restaurant, please 
call or send an email to Katie Taggart the day before, to let her 
know you will be attending. She will alert the restaurant staff about 
the number of people arriving so they can accommodate us as a 
group. Katie: email: katietaggart@att.net Cell: 415-686-5790.  
 

To view menu  
 

If anyone needs help covering the cost of lunch, please let Rev. Will know and it 
will be taken care of.  

100th Birthday Celebration 

for Gene Bozorth 
 
Please join us during coffee hour on October 4 as we 
celebrate Gene Bozorth and her remarkable 100th 
birthday! Gene is a cherished and long-standing 
member of our St. Anselm’s family.  Help us make 
her celebration extra special by sending or bringing a 
birthday card with your warmest wishes. We’ll pre-
sent the cards to Gene during the celebration. 
 
 If you would like to help with preparations for the 
celebration, please contact Sylvia Williams at 925-586
-0730. 

Supporting Stephen Lossner 
by Sally Fischer 

 

One of the many joys of St. Anselm’s, since joining when our son, Mark was baptized in 1973, 
has been our enduring friendships. Another church couple, Mike and Susan Lossner, gave 
birth to Stephen, the same year. Our Lossner friendship grew along with our families. Mike’s 
job at Bechtel led to many moves for the Lossner family – South Africa, back to Lafayette, 
Saudi Arabia, New York, Georgia, etc., but our friendship continued until Susan died in 2021 
and Mike followed a year later. Mark and Stephen reunited again as young adults and they have 
enjoyed a deep life-long friendship. 
 

Several years ago, Stephen moved to Vietnam to teach English, and seemed to thrive there. 
Mark and Stephen spoke regularly on the phone. Then in 2024 Stephen stopped communi-
cating and some 40 days later, Mark found out that he was at a local hospital in terrible shape 
having been badly beaten and unable to use his legs or sit up. Mark immediately flew to Vi-
etnam and after several weeks, arranged to have Stephen medevacked to an excellent hospital 
in Thailand. There, after treatment for his sepsis, he eventually underwent surgery to recon-
struct his feet so that he would be able to walk again.  
 

Friends started a GoFundMe in 2025 raising enough money to pay for accumulated hospital 
bills that had depleted Stephen’s resources and inheritance. Now, there is an ongoing need to 
support Stephen for the next year while he continues to rehabilitate. He is without funds other 
than contributions from Mark and a friend in Thailand. Stephen’s friends have renewed efforts 
to draw people’s attention to the GoFundMe website, for additional funds to help support this 
phase of Stephen’s recovery.  Please consider being part of this loving effort. 
 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-stephen-walk-again-support-his-recovery?cp_src=d 

mailto:katietaggart@att.net
https://order.toasttab.com/online/monas-burgers-1574-palos-verdes-mall
https://www.townbakerycafe.com/menu
https://www.gofundme.com/f/help-stephen-walk-again-support-his-recovery?cp_src=d
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August Work Party & Parish Preschool BBQ 
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St. Anselm’s Staff 
The Rev. Will Scott, Rector 

The Rev. Naomi Chamberlain-Harris, Deacon 
Chris Kula, Director of Music 

Margaret Wolfe, Office Manager 
Steve Zimmerman, Bookkeeper 

Holly Higgins, Michael Lane Preschool Director 
 

To schedule an in person 
conversation with Rev. Will, 

email: rector@stanselmslafayette.org 

 

Canterbury Tales 
is the monthly newsletter of  

  

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church 
682 Michael Lane, Lafayette, CA  

Phone: (925) 284-7420  
 web site: www.stanselmslafayette.org  

  

Editor: Margaret Wolfe 
email: margaret.w@stanselms.us  

 

In–Person & Virtual Sunday Service:  
10:00 a.m. Holy Eucharist  

 
 

Altar Flowers 
 

Each week the altar is graced 
with a beautiful flower arrange-
ment that is donated by our 
generous parishioners.   
  

Altar flower donations can be 
dedicated to the memory of a 
loved one, in honor of a family 
member or simply to the glory 
of God. The requested dona-
tion is $50 per date.  Please sign
-up for your selected date and 
complete a green dedication 
card.  The flower chart and 
dedication cards can be found 
next to the east entrance to the 
church.  
 

Please make your check pay-
able to "St. Anselm's" and 
indicate "Altar Guild" on the 
memo line.  You can submit 
the check and dedication card 
to the church office or put 
them in the collection 

September  

Birthdays 
Bob Green 

Eva Woo Slavitt 
 Julia Starr 
Laura Ho 

Wynne Bacon 
Gail Clarke 
Jane House 

Dharmini Harichandran 
Joan Martin 

Marian Mulkey 
Vivian Jiang 

Gregory Zwakman 
Marty Fischer 
Shelley Frost 
Iris Hillman 
Kylie Young 

Judy Peak 
 

September 

Anniversaries 
Howard & Eva Woo Slavitt 
Elaine & Chris Sherwood 
Chris & Margaret Young 

Coffee Hour Hosts 
 

Help provide refreshments fol-
lowing the service. To sign up:  
https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/ 70A0D45A5AF22A64-
58747416-stanselms or contact 
Sylvia Williams at 925-586-0730. 

Thursday Evening  

Bible Study 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All are welcome to join Deacon Naomi, 
Rev. Will & St. Anselm's friends as we 
explore sacred scripture together. 
 
September: 
 
Every Thursday at 7 p.m. on Zoom 
Member I.D.       815 0705 2148 
Passcode             442879 

Sundays, November 8th & December 13th at 
11:15 a.m. during Coffee Hour 
 

Thursdays, November 12 & December 10th 7 
p.m. on Zoom 
 
St. Anselm's Christian Formation Commis-

sion is excited to welcome the Rev. Rick 

Fabian, cofounder of St. Gregory of Nyssa 

Episcopal Church, San Francisco and author 

of "Signs of Life: Worship for a Just and 

Loving People" and "Jesus and Paul Woven 

Together". More to come in future editions 

of Canterbury Tales. 

mailto:rector@stanselms.us
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D45A5AF22A64-58747416-stanselms
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D45A5AF22A64-58747416-stanselms
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70A0D45A5AF22A64-58747416-stanselms
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Ministry of the Month — Outreach 
 

Tuesday, September 1st — Grief Support Group will meet via Zoom at 12:00 noon.   
 

Thursday, September 3rd/10th/17th/24th — Evening Bible Study will meet via Zoom at 7:00 p.m. 
 

Friday, September 4th/11th/18th/25th — Lamorinda Village Strength & Balance class from 11:30 a.m.–12:30 p.m. in 
Parish Hall  
 
Sunday, September 6th — First Sunday All Ages Service at 10:00 a.m.   
 
Sunday, September 6th — Altar Guild will meet in the conference room at 11:30 a.m.   
 

Sunday, September 13th — Cancer Support Group will meet in the conference room and via Zoom at 11:30 a.m.   
 

Tuesday, September 11th — Property Commission will meet via Zoom at 7:00 p.m.  
 

Tuesday, September 15th — Lunch Bunch will meet at Mona's Burgers in Walnut Creek at 11:30 a.m.   
 

Sunday, September 20th — The Vestry will meet in the conference room at 11:30 a.m. All are welcome to attend.  
 
Sunday, September 27th — Stephen Ministers will meet in the conference room and via Zoom at 11:30 a.m.   
 
 

 
 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

St. Anselm’s Episcopal Church 
682 Michael Lane 
Lafayette, CA 94549 
(925) 284-7420 
www.stanselmslafayette.org 

“... a nurturing community for people of all ages who seek to know God, grow, and serve.” 

file:///C:/Users/meg/OneDrive - St Anselms Episcopal Church/2026/Announcements/Commissions/Outreach Commission Sep 2025.pdf

